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INTENSIVE
ADVANCED LAWYER 
FOR CHILD – 
OUT OF THE COMFORT ZONE

7.5 
CPD hours

May 2018

Nobody knows it all but we want to 
give you the opportunity to challenge 
yourself, and come to grips with your 
strengths and weaknesses – join us for 
this big day out.



ADVANCED LAWYER FOR CHILD – 
OUT OF THE COMFORT ZONE 
FROM THE CHAIR

As lawyers representing children we hold a privileged position – 
advocating for some of the most vulnerable members of our 
community.

The last Lawyer for Child Intensive was in 2014. Since then the law 
has changed – and more changes are on the horizon. In processes 
with which we should be becoming familiar, research is ongoing. 
Our community itself continues to change and consequently societal 
expectations are changing. We need to keep up to date, not only to 
consider our modes of practice and to develop awareness of new 

insights but also to challenge ourselves to make appropriate adjustments.

For these excellent reasons, this intensive is to be held in Wellington this year on the 28th 
of May – it will be useful and provocative. So, join us to learn about and debate about 
how to improve our work as children's advocates. Extend your stay over the weekend 
to take advantage of all our capital has to offer, with or without our colleagues: dining, 
shopping, culture and the fabulous Wellington weather.

         Usha Patel

7.5 
CPD hours

PROGRAMME

7.40-8.00  REGISTRATION

8.00-8.10 INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Chair – Usha Patel

8.10-9.00 KEYNOTE: FROM THE CHILDREN’S COMMISSIONER

 An early start with Judge Andrew Becroft.

9.00-10.00 SESSION 1: TIKANGA – IN BROAD STROKES

 This session will introduce some key concepts in tikanga 
Māori as they are relevant to your role as Lawyer for Child. It 
will include definitions, roles and responsibilities of children, 
parents, grandparents and wider whanau members. We 
will also look at collective identity and responsibility and 
their effect on Māori cultural norms in communication and 
decision making. 

Presenter  Khylee Quince



10.00-10.30 MORNING TEA

10.30-11.30 SESSION 2: ORANGA TAMARIKI

  How do we up our game when working with Oranga 
Tamariki? This practical session will look at the legislative 
changes coming into effect in the next 12 months and 
discuss how these impact on our role as lawyers acting for 
children subjected to orders under the Oranga Tamariki Act. 
The interplay between the Māori concepts incorporated into 
the legislation, special guardianship and what you need to 
consider when advocating for children and engaging with 
their whanau will be discussed, as will the Te Korimako 
initiative.

Presenters  Kiriana Tan and Tania Williams Blyth

11.30-12.30 SESSION 3: BIAS – UNCONSCIOUS OR OTHERWISE

  What do you do when you face bias, in others and yourself, 
and what should you do? This session will look at bias from 
both the conscious and unconscious perspective, helping 
you to develop options to use in tricky situations.

Presenter  Dr Sarah Calvert

12.30-1.15 LUNCH

1.15-2.30 SESSION 4: THE ROLE AS IT IS NOW DEFINED...

 Originally the role of Lawyer for Child was envisaged as 
"simply" the child's advocate. Since then, the skills required 
for lawyers for children have grown. The intention behind 
s 9B of the Family Court Act 1980 was to create a renewed 
clear statement defining the role of Lawyer for Child. The 
question is whether such a challenging and fluid role can be 
encapsulated in black and white in our evolving and 
demanding society. 

 This session will consider the role in relation to:
• High conflict cases
• Intergenerational cases of parties with mental health  

  issues/intellectual disability, cases with ongoing care and  
  protection issues – and finding the circuit breaker

• The interface between the courts: Youth, Family and  
  Criminal

• Safe practice – physically, psychologically and file   
  management.

Presenters  Maurice Casey and Hana Ellis



2.30-3.00 BREAKOUT SESSION 1 – A OR B

 A – COMPLAINTS  | Nicola Williams

 Do you know what to do if a complaint is taken out against 
you? This session will discuss practical strategies to deal 
with complaint in real time.

 B – HAGUE CONVENTION  | Alex Ashmore

 Discussed in this session will be the role of Lawyer for 
Child in cases pursuant to the Hague Convention involving 
child abduction. It will include the contrast between this 
role and a more general Lawyer for Child appointment. 
Specifically discussed will be practice notes, differing 
regional approaches, the child interview and the utility of 
the appointment.

3.00-3.15 AFTERNOON TEA

 3.15-3.45 BREAKOUT SESSION 2 – A OR B

 A – CAPACITY/DISABILITY | Andrew Finnie

 This session will look at the Gillick Competency test, 
minors and Mental Health (Compulsory Assessment and 
Treatment) Act, the Intellectual Disability (Compulsory 
Care and Rehabilitation) Act and the Protection of Personal 
and Property Rights Act. Issues relating to minors who are 
parents will also be discussed.

 B – PRIVACY | Kathryn Dalziel

 There are significant issues of privacy and confidentiality for 
Lawyers for Child. Who is entitled to see that information? 
Parents? The child as an adult? What information can be 
used and what can’t? What do you do if there is a request 
for disclosure and you have only 20 working days to 
respond? This session will look at the role, professional 
obligations of confidentiality, and the interaction with the 
Privacy Act to clarify best practice.

 3.45-4.15 SESSION 5: APPEALS – AN OBLIGATION

 Children have a right of appeal in both COCA and Oranga 
Tamariki proceedings. What do you do when your client 
wants to exercise that right? How do you reconcile the 
different obligations you have under s 9B? This session will 
look at the issues and generate some options for practice.

Presenter  Stephen van Bohemen



KEYNOTE SPEAKER

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

In this intensive you will be:
•  Updated on recent developments and best practice as a 

Lawyer for Child.
•  Able to apply this knowledge in your practice.

WHO  
SHOULD  
ATTEND

All experienced Lawyers for Child who want to be better 
equipped to face the challenges that lie ahead should attend. 
This Intensive will arm you with the practical and theoretical 
knowledge to effectively take your practice to the next level.

CHAIR

Usha Patel, Hobson Chambers, Auckland
Usha was the first member of her immediate family to be born in New 
Zealand. Educated in Papakura and at Otago University, she did her OE 
at the age of 12 spending a year in her parents' birthplace of India. Usha 
specialises in all aspects of family law with a particular passion for COCA 
cases. In addition Usha has advocated for children for over 30 years, 
specialising in high conflict cases.

Judge Andrew Becroft, Children’s Commissioner, Wellington
His Honour Judge Andrew Becroft was appointed a District Court 
Judge in 1996. In 2001, he became the Principal Youth Court Judge of 
New Zealand; a role that he held until 2016 when he was appointed the 
Children’s Commissioner.

4.15-4.45 SESSION 6: BRIEFING A PSYCHOLOGIST

 Tips and tricks for briefing a psychologist – what is the 
protocol you should follow, what do you need to know, 
what do you need to say, what do they want to hear? You’ll 
find it all out here.

Presenter  Simon Jefferson QC

4.45-5.00 SUMMARY OF THE DAY – CHAIR: USHA PATEL



PRESENTERS

Andrew Finnie, Ponsonby Chambers, Auckland
Andrew was admitted to the bar in 1995 and has been a barrister since 
2003. His practice covers all areas of family law, with extensive experience 
in the field of elder law and particularly in proceedings under the PPPR 
Act involving vulnerable adults. Andrew is also experienced in issues 
involving mental health, intellectual disability and estates.

Hana Ellis, Matariki Chambers, Auckland
Hana (Nga Puhi/Ngati Porou) is a barrister and mediator. She has a 
background in criminal and mental health law and works in South 
Auckland including appointments as Lawyer for Child, Lawyer to Assist, 
and for Subject Person and Care Recipient.

Kathryn Dalziel, Taylor Shaw, Christchurch
Kathryn specialises in employment and privacy law as well as civil 
litigation and professional ethics. She has co-authored Ethics, Professional 
Responsibility and the Lawyer (3rd Ed), and chapters on Employment 
Law and Health Information in Health Care and the Law (5th Ed). Kathryn 
is a member of the NZ Privacy Foundation, the International Association 
of Privacy Professionals (AUS and NZ), and the Asian Privacy Scholars 
Network.

Maurice Casey, Carlile Dowling, Napier
Maurice graduated from Otago University in 1998 and joined Carlile 
Dowling in 2006, specialising in family law, after working in general 
practice. Maurice’s work includes appointments as Lawyer for Child, 
for the subject person in PPPR Act proceedings and in Mental Health 
proceedings.

Alex Ashmore, Ponsonby Chambers, Auckland
Alex was admitted as a barrister and solicitor in 1990. He specialises
in all aspects of family law, including relationship property and cases
involving children. Alex also regularly undertakes appellate work,
taking instructions to appear on behalf of the appellant or respondent in
appeals from the Family Court to the High Court in particular.

Dr Sarah Calvert, Clinical Psychologist, NZPsS. NZAP, IARPP, 
Auckland
Sarah has been a practising psychologist for over 30 years primarily 
specialising in working with trauma in adults and children and in working 
with children and families. In addition, most of Sarah’s work is currently 
assessment work for both the Criminal and Family Courts here and in 
Australia. 



PRESENTERS

Nicola Williams, Cromwell Chambers, Dunedin
Nicola commenced as a barrister sole in 1998 specialising in family law, 
with a particular focus on relationship and trust property issues and 
child related litigation. Nicola appears frequently in the Family Court and 
receives regular appointments as Lawyer for Child, Lawyer to Assist the 
Court and as Counsel for the Central Authority on Hague Convention 
cases. Nicola is a former member of the Family Law Section Executive.

Simon Jefferson QC, Trinity Chambers, Auckland
Simon has more than 33 years’ legal experience specialising almost 
exclusively in family law. He was elevated to the status of Queen’s Counsel 
in 2013. Simon has appeared in the Family Court, the High Court and the 
Court of Appeal. A number of his cases feature in the Law Reports and he 
is particularly noted for his appellate advocacy.

Kiriana Tan, Te Kopu Chambers, Hamilton
Kiriana is of Ngati Hangarau, Ngati Mutunga and Chinese descent and 
commenced practice in 1998. She practises in all areas of family law and 
is a Lawyer for Child and Counsel for the Subject Person under the PPPR 
Act.

Stephen van Bohemen, Atticus Chambers, Christchurch
Stephen’s practice is predominantly family law. His current caseload is a 
mix of property and child law and includes appellate advocacy. Stephen 
has previously presented seminars on a variety of family law topics. He is a 
contributing editor to Brookers Family Law – Child Law, Family Procedure 
and Family Property.

Tania Williams Blyth, Te Kopu Chambers, Rotorua
Tania is of Ngāti Pukenga and Te Arawa (Tapuika and Waitaha) descent. 
She undertakes Court appointed work including Lawyer for Child, Lawyer 
to Assist and for Subject Person on a regular basis. Tania is a panel 
convenor and member of the NZ Parole Board. 

Khylee Quince, School of Law, AUT, Auckland
Of Ngapuhi, Ngati Porou, Ngati Kahungungu Khylee has 20 years' 
teaching and research experience in criminal law and youth justice, and 
wider issues involving Māori and the law. She co-authored Youth Justice 
in Aotearoa/New Zealand and in 2014 was awarded a national Tertiary 
Teaching Excellence Award for sustained excellence in teaching.



REGISTER, PAY &  
VIEW PROGRAMME ONLINE 

www.lawyerseducation.co.nz

ADVANCED LAWYER FOR CHILD – 
OUT OF THE COMFORT ZONE
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City:
Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

REGISTER ME FOR

  WELLINGTON 
       INTERCONTINENTAL 
       WELLINGTON

28 MAY

  LIVE WEB STREAM 
       YOUR COMPUTER 

28 MAY

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm Friday 
25 May

BREAKOUT SESSION CHOICES

Please indicate by ticking boxes below 
which sessions you wish to attend. 
Choose one session only per time slot.
The most attended breakout sessions 
will be the ones that are live web 
streamed.

Breakout Session 1

Monday, 28 May: 2.30-3.00pm

  A: Complaints

  B: Hague Convention  

Breakout Session 2

Monday, 28 May: 3.15-3.45pm

  A: Capacity/Disability

  B: Privacy 

FEE (Incl GST)  – includes book and all catering

Early Bird By 1 May or AFTER 1 May

NZLS/Associate members   $695   $745

 Non-members   $755   $805

Live Web Stream   $675   $725

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00  
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Card security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Signature:
Mastercard

Amex 

BOOK

Books are now available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF. Please indicate your choice.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF + $30

Conference Fee Book-Both Hard Copy and PDF            Total Due

$ + $ =     $

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO:  
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:  
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

CANCELLATION AND REFUND 
POLICY. 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers 
apply. Registrations will be accepted on a 
first-come/first-served basis. Registrations close 
10 working days before the presentation date 
(the closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the 
right to cancel any session that does not reach 
the budgeted minimum number of registrations. 
This decision will be made on the closing date 
and a full refund will be made to each registrant 
of the cancelled session. If you cancel your 
registration before the closing date, a refund 
will be made, less a $100 administration fee. 
After the closing date, there will be no refund. 
You may transfer your registration to another 
person until five working days before the 
presentation. Please advise NZLS CLE Ltd  in 
writing of the change.

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration 
form is for NZLS CLE Ltd and the  
sponsors only.    

  
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my contact      

          details.+


